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"Which jurors upon their oath say that the aforesaid Simon is of the 
O'Neales of Ulster, and is of the five bloods, which by the concession of the 
progenitors of our lord the King ought to enjoy and use the liberties of Eng- 
land, and be deemed as freemen, and they assess the damages at tenpence. 
Therefore, it is considered that the aforesaid Simon should recover against 
the aforesaid William the damages aforesaid, and that the aforesaid William 
should be committed to jail until, etc. 

The plea issue, joinder and rejoinders set forth above, offer a fertile field of 
research to the legal antiquary. The legal antiquarian, after reading the above, 
can readily detect the origin of the old Irish phrase, "the cold hand of the 
stranger. Joseph Matthew Sullivan, Boston, Massachusetts. 

To Prevent Procreation of Certain Classes in Oregon: House Bill 162. — 

For an Act to prevent the procreation of feeble-minded, insane, epileptic, 
habitual criminals, moral degenerates and sexual perverts, who may be inmates 
of institutions maintained by public expense, by authorizing and providing for 
the sterilization of persons with inferior hereditary potentialities. 
Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon: 

Section 1. There is hereby established and constituted for the State of 
Oregon a State Board of Eugenics which shall be composed of the State Board 
of Health, the Superintendent of the Oregon State Hospital, the Superintendent 
of the Eastern Oregon State Hospital, the Superintendent of the State Insti- 
tution for Feeble-Minded, and the Superintendent of the Oregon State Peni- 
tentiary, whose duties shall be as hereinafter defined. The Secretary of the 
State Board of Health shall serve as the Secretary of said Board, and the 
members of said Board shall serve without compensation. 

Section 2. It shall be, and it is hereby declared, the duty of the Superin- 
tendent of the Oregon State Hospital, the Superintendent of the Eastern Oregon 
State Hospital, the Superintendent of the State Institution for Feeble-Minded, 
and the Superintendent of the Oregon State Penitentiary to report quarterly, to 
the State Board of Eugenics, all feeble-minded, insane, epileptic, habitual 
criminals, moral degenerates and sexual perverts, who are persons potential to 
producing offspring who, because of inheritance of inferior or anti-social traits, 
would probably become a social menace, or a ward of the State. 

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the State Board of Eugenics to examine 
into the innate traits, the mental and physical conditions, the personal records, 
and the family traits and histories of all persons so reported so far as the 
same can be ascertained, and for this purpose said Board shall have the power 
to summon witnesses, and any member of said Board may administer an oath 
to .any witness whom it is desired to examine; and if in the judgment of a 
majority of the said Board procreation by any such person would produce 
children with an inherited tendency to feeble-mindedness, insanity, epilepsy, 
criminality or degeneracy, and there is no probability that the condition of such 
person so examined will improve to such an extent as to render procreation by 
any such person advisable, or if the physical or mental condition of any such 
person will be substantially improved thereby, then it shall be the duty of said 
Board to make an order directing the Superintendent of the institution in which 
the inmate is confined to perform or cause to be performed upon such inmate 
such a type of sterilization as may be deemed best by said Board. 
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Section 4. The purpose of said investigation, findings and orders of said 
Board shall be for the betterment of the physical, mental, neural, or psychic 
condition of the inmate, or to protect society from the menace of procreation 
by said inmate, and not in any manner as a punitive measure; and no person 
shall be emasculated under the authority of this Act except that such operation 
shall be found to be necessary to improve the physical, mental, neural, or 
psychic condition of the inmate. 

Section S. After fully inquiring into the condition of each of such inmates 
said Board shall make separate written findings for each of the inmates whose 
condition has been examined into, and the same shall be preserved in the 
records of the said Board, and a copy thereof shall be furnished to the Super- 
intendent of the institution in which the inmate is confined and if an operation 
is deemed necessary by said Board, then a copy of the order of said Board 
shall forthwith be served on said inmate, or in case of an insane person upon 
his legal guardian, and if such insane person have no legal guardian then upon 
his nearest known kin within the State of Oregon, and if snch insane person 
have no known kin within the State of Oregon, then upon the custodian 
guardian of such insane person. 

Section 6. Any such inmate desiring to appeal from the decision of the 
said Board, or in case the person is under guardianship or disability, then the 
guardian of said inmate may take an appeal to the circuit court of the county 
in which the institution, in which the inmate is confined, is located. 

An informal notice of appeal filed with the Secretary of said Board, either 
by the inmate or some one in his behalf shall be all that is necessary to make 
the appeal, said notice shall be filed within fifteen days of the date when notice 
of the Board's decision is served on the inmate or his guardian, and said notice 
of appeal shall stay all proceedings of said Board in said matter until the same 
is heard and determined on said appeal. 

Provided further, that no operation shall be performed, upon any inmate, 
until the time for appeal from the decision of the Board has expired. 

Section 7. Upon an appeal being taken, the Secretary of the said Board 
where the notice of appeal is filed, must within fifteen days thereafter, or such 
further time as the court, or the judge thereof may allow, transmit a certified 
copy of the notice of appeal and transcript of the proceedings, findings and 
order of the Board, to the clerk of the court appealed to. 

The trial shall be a trial de novo at law as provided by the statutes of the 
State for the trial of actions at law. Upon such appeal, if the inmate be with- 
out sufficient financial means to employ an attorney, then the court shall appoint 
an attorney to represent the said inmate and such attorney shall be compensated 
by the State upon order qf the court, and it shall be the duty of the district 
attorney of the county wherein such trial is had to represent the said Board. 

Section 8. If the court or jury shall affirm the findings of said Board, said 
court shall enter a judgment, adjudging that the order of the said Board shall 
be carried out as herein provided; if the court fail to affirm the decision of 
said Board appealed from, then said order shall be null and void and of no 
further effect. 

Section 9. Upon the receipt of the order from the State Board of Eugenics 
provided for in Section 3, the Superintendent of the institution to which it is 
directed shall, after the time for appeal has expired, or in case of appeal upon 
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the entering of a judgment affirming the order of the Board, and it is hereby 
made his lawful duty to perform, or cause to be performed, such surgical opera- 
tion as may be specified in the order of the State Board of Eugenics. All such 
operations shall be performed with a due regard for the physical condition of 
the inmate and in a safe and humane manner. 

Section 10. The criminals who shall come within the operation of this law 
shall be those who have been convicted three or more times of a felony in the 
courts of any state and sentenced to serve in the penitentiary therefor. 

Moral degenerates and sexual perverts are those who are addicted to the 
practice of sodomy or the crime against nature, or to other gross, bestial and 
perverted sexual habits and practices prohibited by statute. 

Section 11. The provisions of this Act shall apply to both male and 
female inmates of any of the institutions designated herein. 

Section 12. The State shall be liable, under this Act, only for the actual 
traveling expenses of the members of trie Board incurred in the performance 
of their duties and the actual and necessary expense incident to the investiga- 
tions of said Board and an appeal therefrom. 

Section 13. There is hereby appropriated from any money in the general 
fund not otherwise appropriated, the sum of Fifteen Hundred ($1,500.00) 
Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, per annum, to carry into 
effect the provisions of this Act and to pay the expenses and expenditures 
authorized by or incurred under this Act. 

Parole — Probation. 

Conditional Liberation in Spain. — Conditional liberation of the prison- 
ers has been established in Spain by law passed July 23, 1914. Liberation is 
accorded to those condemned for more than one year in prison after they have 
served out three-fourths of their sentence and when they have been found 
worthy of this favor by their good conduct. In each chief province there is a 
Commission of Conditional Liberation, as the French call it, charged with the 
administration of this law. After this commission has passed upon the matter, 
its recommendations are taken into consideration by a central commission of 
the state which makes a selection among those proposed for conditional libera- 
tion and recommends them to the king. The liberation is accorded by royal 
degree. This parole may be revoked if the condemned person does not show 
himself worthy of release and in that case he is reincarcerated in prison to serve 
out the remainder of his time. The local commissions are also required to 
have oversight over those released and are charged also with the protection and 
employment of those liberated. Those on parole must make each month a report 
to the president of the commission of the place where he resides, covering the 
work in which he is engaged and the way in which he is making his living. 
When a man's parole is revoked, the matter is reported through these same 
commissions to the National Commission and the degree revoking his condi- 
tional release is issued by the king, as was his parole originally. This system 
of parole is a very interesting modification of the American Parole System. — 
Revue penitentiaire et de Droit penal, Avril-Mai, 1915, pp. 381-2, translated by 
J. L. Gillin, Ph. D., University of Wisconsin. 

A Probation System for the United States Courts. — The administration 
of justice has undergone signal changes during the past decade in all civilized 



